
Usecase : SCDOT Data 
 
Problem : Dependent Combo boxes 
 
There are two combo boxes one for the year and the other for the month. Depending on the year selected 
in the first combo box, we want to make only the relevant months for that year to be available in the second 
combo box. 
Let’s say in 2020, the business was operational only from Aug to December whereas it was operational every 
month in 2021 and remains operational as on date – Feb 2022. When User selects 2020, we want only Aug 
to Dec to be visible. When User selects 2021, all months should be visible. And on selection of 2022, months 
till Feb should be displayed. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

=CHOOSE($N$6,$X$5:$X$12,$Y$5:$Y$16,$Z$5:
$Z$16,$AA$5:$AA$16,$AB$5:$AB$16) 

=OFFSET(Support!$X$4,1,MATCH(Support!$AD$4,Support!$X$4:$AB$4,0)-1, 
COUNTA(OFFSET(Support!$X$4,1,MATCH(Support!$AD$4,Support!$X$4:$AB$
4,0)-1, 13))) 

=INDEX(CHOOSE($N$6,$X$5:$X$12,$Y$5:$Y$16,$Z$5:$Z$16,$AA$5:$
AA$16,$AB$5:$AB$16),$N$1) 



Dynamic Named 
Ranges when size 
of the range can 
change 

A common problem in creating 
charts for modelling is that the 
size of the source data can 
change, and cause errors. The 
problem with specifying a range 
is that if someone adds data to 
the right or below the table, it 
will not be included in the 
range, and therefore will not 
show in the chart. L 

=OFFSET(Data!A$1,0,0,COUNTA(
Data!$A$1∶$A$5000), 
COUNTA(Data!$A$1∶$Z$1)) 
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Dynamic Named 
Ranges using 
Names Manager 

Usecase SCDOT data where the 
combobox validation entries is 
dynamic and dependent on 
selected value from another 
dropdown 

=Support!$AE$4:INDEX(Support!
$AE$4:$AE$15,MATCH("ZZZZZZZ
ZZZZZZZ",Support!$AE$4:$AE$1
5,1)) 
 
 
* Support is the name of a sheet within 
the SCDOT workbook 

• This is superb. Using "named 
range" from names manager 
came to rescue. Further, 
named ranges takes in the 
formula that made it dynamic. 

•  
Also, we can see the use of 
match function with lookup 
value "zzzzzzzzzzz" with 
"approximate match". This is 
quite creative. 

•  
This is much simpler than the 
VBA approach with the only 
caveat being that "Months" 
range should not be changed 
unintentionally. 

•  
it is an interesting usecase of 
choose, index, offset, counta, 
match, combobox and named 
ranges (dynamic) to make 
dependent combo box.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


